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Men’s Kordi: Instructions may be copied as long as proper credit is given to Melinda Haren 
 

    
 
 
 
 
Use: Kordi were worn by men as the middle layer—under their ruyi qaba but over their pirahan. It is difficult to 
say what this layer looked like prior to the 17th century. John Chardin, who visited Persia during the mid-17th 
century describes it as a vest. However, by mid-17th century, Persians were incorporating European ideas into 
their clothing. At this time, Europeans tended to wear a waistcoat (vest) as their middle layer. It seems likely 
that this garment was in use by the end of the 16th century. However, it also seems likely that more than one 
style of garment was worn as the middle layer by men. In some miniatures, men wear a short-sleeved ruyi qaba 
over a long-sleeved garment. Obviously this cannot be a kordi. What is not clear is if this was a long-sleeved 
pirahan or another type of long-sleeved garment worn over a pirahan. It is also possible that the kordi was still 
worn with this long-sleeved garment.  
 
If the kordi was worn in the 16th century, it was unlikely to be patterned in the same manner as the extent kordi 
pictured above. The extent kordi above, clearly shows the changes in construction evident in the ruyi qaba by 
the end of the 17th century. The line drawing above, is the more likely method of construction for a 16th century 
kordi, as it follows the same patterning used in 16th century ruyi qaba. 
 
Fabric: As with most male Persian garments, silk brocades, lined in cotton was probably the most common 
fabrics used. However, both linen and wool were in common used in the 16th century as well. Either solid or 
patterned fabrics would be appropriate. 
 

Men’s extent kordi, 17th /18th 
cent. Located in Museum Fur 
Islamische Kunst 
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Neckline: In some miniatures, the middle layer clearly has a small, round, “Chinese” collar and in others it is 
clear that the middle layer has a simple round neckline. In others, the neckline maybe v-shaped as the extent 
kordi pictured above is.  
 

 In this close-up view of a 16th cent. Miniature—note the white showing at the neck and the 
yellow sleeves—is the white of a pirahan and a yellow garment with long sleeves? Are they the same garment 
or different? 
 
Step 1: cut out the pattern pieces pictured below from both the fabric and the lining. 
 

 
Step 2: Sew the upper and lower side gore together (you should have 4 pieces that look as pictured below) 
 

 
 
Step 3: Sew the shoulder seams of the body pieces together: 
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Step 4: Sew the side pieces to the body pieces: 
 

 
 
Step 5: Sew the opposite side pieces to the body pieces: 
 

 
 
Step 6: Sew the sides together along the side pieces: 
 

 
 
Step 7: Add buttons and loops: 
 

 
 
Potential Necklines: 

 


